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Aspiehelp / The Aspire Trust

February 2017 Newsletter
Edited by Hazel Shanks
In this newsletter: Ian Hunter’s death, the Aspiehelp oﬀice moved (and we have photos),
upcoming BBQ fundraisers for Februrary, and the regular In Our Oﬀice.

Ian Hunter passed away

!Ian Hunter, aged 64, passed away earlier this year. A splendid funeral
was held at Cashmere Presbyterian Church on the 9th.

!

Ian often stopped past the Aspiehelp oﬀice in the afternoon and was
friendly to everyone in the oﬀice. We all knew him, and he helped us
out many times. He was a member of our Board of Trustees.

!

Ian ran our BBQ fundraisers, which are one of our main income
sources — we published a photo of him working the BBQ in the
December newsletter.

!
Leith’s full obituary for Ian is on page 4.
!
Aspiehelp office has moved
!The Aspiehelp oﬀice has now moved to a new location! We’re still at
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Cashmere Presbyterian (the ‘stone church’ on Dyers Pass Road),
just on the other side of the building and up the stairs.

!

We’re glad to be out of our old rooms in the basement of the church.
It was an old stone building, and the rooms were were cold and
damp. We’re now upstairs in warm rooms with natural lighting and
a great view of the city. A photographic comparison between the
new and old oﬀices is on page 3.

!

The day we moved was chaotic!
Thank you to everyone who helped.

Thank you to everyone who volunteered to help us carry furniture
and boxes full of oﬀice equipment up the stairs. We could not have
done it without you.

!
Upcoming BBQ fundraiser
!Aspiehelp has a Sausage Sizzle fundraisers coming up on Saturday
the 18th of February. If you’re near Mitre 10 Beckenham on that
day, please stop past and have a sausage.

!

These are being run with the generous assistance of the Millar
family. And, as always, our high-quality sausages are provided by
Fresh Meats Barrington.

Olivia, Julie, and two volunteers relax after
a hard, hot day moving oﬀice equipment.
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!

In Our Office
Since the beginning of the year we have been busy ‘moving house’
into the upstairs of Church House (2a Macmillan Avenue), where
the rooms are brightly lit with natural sunshine and the cool, fresh
breeze wafts gently through our windows! (on a good day).

!

We have plenty of room and we can expand our hours when
necessary. At present, we are open Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday from 11.00am until 3pm-ish.

!

We have a steady stream of new clients coming to see us and more
advocacy work than we can ‘shake a stick at’.

!

We are now charging fees as we simply cannot aﬀord to keep
staﬀ and oﬀices without doing so. Our new price list is
available on our website — please take a look. We think it’s
reasonable!

Our staﬀ, clockwise from top left:
Leith, Olivia, Julie, and Hazel

!

This also applies to our social evenings! $2 per evening is all we ask. This pays for the venue
rental, and a cuppa if you want one.

!

Olivia is working hard on our ‘Symposium’ to be held in mid November and we are all excited
about it! We recently had an oﬀice field trip to scout out a potential venue and we’re making
big plans. It will be ‘all Asperegers’ — staﬀ and presenters.

!

Social evenings

Our regular social evenings are on the first and the third Wednesday of the month,
at a venue near Church Corner at 7:30pm. (Please contact Leith for the exact location).
We have board games, hot drinks and biscuits, and a selection of books from the
Aspiehelp library available at every meeting. Please bring a $2 donation.

!

The next meeting is on the 1st of March.
You are welcome to attend. (New members should contact Leith or Julie first.)

!

Women’s group

Our Aspiehelp women’s group meets fortnightly on Tuesdays at 2pm.
A get-together for autistic-spectrum women and women living with aspie family.
The next meeting is on the 28th of February.
Please contact us if you’re interested in attending.
Our Patron is Stephen Mark Shore, PhD.
The Aspire Trust, Inc is a registered Charitable Trust.
Charities Services registration number is CC46192.

!

phone (03) 337-6337 or email info@aspiehelp.com

support us at givealittle.co.nz/org/myaspiehelp
www.aspiehelp.com

Supported by:

Old Aspiehelp office
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!
!
We were around behind this end of the church… and down this hidden path… with an oﬀice in the basement.

!
!
The rooms were damp, hard to heat and overall a bit uncomfortable to be in.

New Aspiehelp office

Our new oﬀice is at the ‘Church House’ end of Cashmere Presbyterian… in this side door…. and up these stairs.

The new oﬀices are on the second floor. They’re light and pleasant, with natural lighting and great views of the city.
Thanks again to the Cashmere Presbyterian Church for being excellent landlords.
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Eulogy for Ian Hunter
By Leith McMurray!

I am heartbroken to be writing this today, farewelling one of the best men I have ever known,
taken in his prime.

!

Ian was a very dear friend. We felt an immediate rapport when we met to discuss future
schooling for James and began to share a mutual respect and aﬀection. We talked a lot about
other things as well: confidential information about his past life as well as present.

!

As James is clearly very musical, I began inviting him to concerts and “Live at the Metropolitan
Opera” movies which he very much enjoys. At one concert, James was thrilled by the sound of
the pipe organ and said he would love to be able to play one. This led to my taking him on as a
piano student with a side of singing, which he also loves. In gratitude for this and other
assistance in managing James’ life, Ian became an ardent supporter of Aspiehelp and did
everything he could to support us, including becoming a member of the Board of Trustees. He
could always be counted on to show up when his contribution was needed, both as a Trustee
and for me personally. When he started investigating my fridge on arrival at my house, I knew we
had a solid friendship!

!

Ian was particularly supportive when I had
serious staﬀ problems in 2015 and became
very anxious and depressed. This problem
dragged out for a year and Ian and our
chairman, Peter Brittenden, were stalwart in
their support and advice for me.

!

To those of us in The Aspire Trust,
Ian was a really decent bloke,
thoroughly reliable and always
willing to be helpful.
He did us proud and he was proud
of being associated with us.

Ian also took over running our sausage
sizzles for fundraising, an onerous task for
small reward, but still making a high
diﬀerence to our solvency. He also came to
our social evenings regularly, to help out with the organisation and making people feel at home.

!

Ian was devoted to James and was very protective of him but was also very open to suggestions
about how to change his approach to parenting as James grew older. I came to see that caring
for James had, essentially, redeemed Ian after his wild days in Australia.

!

To those of us in Aspiehelp /The Aspire Trust, Ian was a really decent bloke, thoroughly reliable
and always willing to be helpful. He did us proud and he was proud of being associated with us.
In this church, Ian also did his bit in helping with the annual fair, and regularly turning up to help
demolish the morning tea after Church when he came to pick up James.

!

It has become apparent recently that Ian had serious health problems he did not reveal to
anyone, as well as unresolved relationships. These issues never impinged on the his life as we
saw it. Aways a gentleman, exceptionally intelligent and well read, Ian was full of surprises and
unexpected talents.

